THE TUNA COUNTRY AT THE SOUTHERN EDGE OF
MINDANAO: GENERAL SANTOS CITY, 1939-2000

BY:

ANDREA VILLANO-CAMPADO, Ph.D.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER

1. GEOGRAPHY AND ETHNOHISTORY--------------
1. PIONEERING IN THE COTABATO FRONTIER----

[I. THE ORIGINALS, THE SETTLERS, AND THE NLSA
. IN THE FORMATION OF A COMMUNITY

V. THE JAPANESE INTERREGNUM, 1942-1945 ---

V.  BUAYAN TO GENERAL SANTOS: MORE THAN
JUST PHYSICAL CHANGE =------smmmeemmmeemmcanee

VI.  GENERAL SANTOS CITY: ON THE THRESHOLD
OF THE 215" CENTURY -----nnmmmmmmmmmmmmeemeeeeee

VII.  SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION -------==-==m=nmnmme-

BIBLIOGRAPHY ---nmmeemmmmsemmeem e

LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1. Isla de Mindanao ca. 1890 -------------------------
Figure 2. Mindanao ca. 1939 ---------=-=mnmmmmmmmmmmm e
Figure 3. Map of Cotabato ca. 1973 ------------=--=-=-=m----
Figure 4. Migrant - settlers arriving in the shores of
Dadiangas ca. 1939 -----------=mmmmmmmmmmemeeeee
Figure 5. A settler's house with Mt. Matutum at the
background --------------m-mmmmmmm oo
Figure 6. A Blaan chief and his followers on their way to a
Hunt, Lagao, Southern Koronadal -----------

Figure 7. Drawing of first farm lots by the settlers

Figure 8. The NLSA Hog Farm Before the War -----------
Figure 9. The young folks dancing the curacha during the

NLSA days -----------==-==mmmmmmmmm oo
Figure 10. Farm machineries during the NLSA days

PAGE

17

29

56

73

94

117

120

o h W

17

28
32
39
40

45
89



LISTOF TABLES

Table 1. NLSA Expenses as of December 31, 1940 ------- 40
Table 2. Population Growth in Koronadal -------------------- 42
Table 3. Population Shift in Cotabato: 1918, 1939,

1970 Census -----========s=ssoemmmmcmeeeceeceeeaeae 82
Table 4 Population Size Growth of Some Regions of

Mindanao & Sulu, 1903-1980 ------------------- 91
Table 5. Population & Growth Rate of Selected Cities

In the Philippines (1990)-----------==-===-==nmmnu- 98
Table 6. Population Growth of General Santos City,

1903-1990 -------=-mmmmmmm e 105

Table 7. Population of General Santos City By Barangay- 108
Table 8. Number of Malnourished Children by Municipality = 110

APPENDICES
A. The Text of the Act Creating the NLSA (C.A. No. 441)
B. The Text of the Standard Contract Between the NLSA

and the settler

C. The Koronadal Valley Poject: Home Province of Settlers
As of January 27, 1941



